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SECTION 5 
INTRODUCTION TO VERBAL CLAUSES 



The verb is the most important part of speech 
in Manobo, A verb consists of a stem and affixes. 
The affixes indicate major categories of tense (5), 
aspect (6), focus (8), mode (12), voice (13), and 
certain minor categories (23) . These categories are 
described separately in the sections indicated. 

5.1 Past and Future Tenses 

There are four kinds of tense affixes, called 
past, future, neutral, and iterative. The first two 
are described here, the third in the subsection fol- 
lowing, and the last in section 15. 

Past tense is used for actions which were begun 
before the time of speaking; whether or not an action 
is still continuing at the time of speaking is not 
relevant. The past tense affix has two forms, min- 
and -£ot-, the choice of which is determined by the 
initial consonant of the verb stem. 

The prefix min- replaces initial b> p> or 
(unwritten) glottal stop of the verb stem. 

min- + bayad = minayad 'bought 1 
min- + pang gas = minanggas 'sowed' 
min- + adek - minadek 'smelled' 

The infix -im- is inserted following the 
initial consonant of a verb stem with other than 
initial b> p, or glottal stop. 

-im- + dateng = dimateng 'arrived 1 
-im- + toman = timormn 'fulfilled' 
-im- + goyod = gimoyod 'pulled' 
-im- + kaen = kimaen 'ate' 



-im- + samsam = simamsam 'hiked at night' 
-im- + like = limikb 'returned again' 

Future tense is used for actions which are 
going to begin after the time of speaking. The 
future tense affix has two forms, m- and -om- , the 
choice of which is likewise determined by the initial 
consonant of the verb stem. 

The prefix m- replaces initial b> p> or (un- 
written) glottal stop of the verb stem. 

m- + bayad = mayad 'will buy' 
m- + panggas * manggas 'will sow 1 
m- + adek = madek 'will smell' 

The infix -om- is inserted after the initial 
consonant of a verb stem with other than initial b y 
Pj or glottal stop. 

-om- + dateng - domateng 'will arrive' 

-om- -f toman = tomoman 'will fulfill' 

-om- + goyod = gomoyod 'will pull' 

-omr + kaen = komaen 'will eat' 

-om- + samsam = somamsam 'will hike at night' 

-om- + likb = lomikb 'will return again 1 

Verb stems which take the above affixes are 
coded in the Vocabulary (Appendix E) with the symbol 
(A). In each of the following examples the Subject 
is a noun phrase marked by se. 

dini (A) 'to come here' 
Dimini se toyang. The dog came here. 
Domini se toyang. The dog will come here. 

oil (A) 'to return home 1 
Minoll se toyang. The dog returned home. 
Moli se toyang. The dog will return home. 

baklay (A) 'to hike along the beach' 
Minaklay se otaw. The person hiked along the 

beach. 



Maklay se otaw. The person will hike along 

the beach. 

5.2 Negatives and Neutral Tense 

The following verbal negatives indicate past 
and future tenses. 

weda did not (past tense) 

eked will not (future tense) 

The verb which follows either of these negatives 
does not indicate tense; it is neutral as to tense. 
The neutral tense form of class A verbs is the verb 
stem alone without affixes . 

dini (A) 'to come here 1 
Weda dini se toyang. The dog did not come here. 
Eked dini se toyang. The dog will not come here. 

oli (A) 'to return home' 
Weda oli se toyang. The dog did not return home. 
Eked oli se toyang. The dog will not return 

home. 

tedogi (A) 'to sleep, to go to sleep 1 
Timedogi se bayi. The woman slept. 
Tomedogi se bayi. The woman will sleep. 
Weda tedogi se bayi. The woman didn't sleep. 
Eked tedogi se bayi. The woman will not go to 

sleep. 

likd (A) f to go back again 1 
Limiko se amay. The father went back again. 

Lomikd se amay. The father will go back 

again . 
Wed£ liko se amay. The father didn't go back 

again . 
Eked liko se amay. The father will not go back 

again . 
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5.3 Archaic om- Prefix 

An archaic form om- is heard infrequently, 
instead of m- , prefixed to glottal stop initial 
stems; the short form is normally used. 

moli or omoli will go home 

matin or omalin will move elsewhere 

5.4 Derivational i- Prefix 

The prefix i- is added to some word roots before 
adding tense affixes. Verb roots which take this 
prefix are coded in the Vocabulary with the symbol 
(+) , as in (A+) . 

parm) (A+) 'to travel by foot, to hike' 
Minipanaw se otaw. The man hiked. 
Mipanaw se otaw. The man will hike. 
Weda ipanaw se otaw. The man didn't hike. 
Eked ipanaw se otaw. The man won't hike. 

kagi (A+) 'to speak' 
Minikagi se meama. The man spoke. 
Mikagi se meama. The man will speak. 
Wed£ ikagi se meama. The man didn't speak. 
Eked ikagi se meama. The man won't speak. 

5.5 The a Set of Pronouns 

The pronouns which may be substituted for noun 
phrases marked by se (Subject of the clause through- 
out section 5) are displayed in Figure 4. 



Person 


Form 


u 

CO 


1 I 


a 


1+2 we two (dual) 


ki 


2 you 


ka 


3 he/she/it 


(sikandin) 


r-l 
U 


1 we, not you (exclusive) 


kay 


1+2 we all (inclusive) 


kidon 


2 you 


kaw 


3 they 4 


dan 



Figure 4« Pronouns Corresponding to se Marked Noun Phrases 
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The differences of meaning among the dual , 
exclusive, and inclusive forms of 'we* correspond to 
the differences of meaning among the forms of 'our 1 , 
described in section 2.4. 

Moli a. I will return home. 

Dimini dan. They came here. 

Timedogi kay. We (but not you) were 

sleeping, 
Lomiko kidon.. We (all) will go back again. 

Mipanaw kaw. You (all) will hike. 

The occurrence of the third person singular 
pronoun sikandin is optional; usually the absence of 
any other pronoun is sufficient to indicate third 
person singular in this set of pronouns . When it is 
desired to make the pronoun explicit, the form 
sikandin is used. 

Dimini sikandin. He came here. 
Dimini. He came here. 

The a set of pronouns is a part of the verb 
phrase and occurs immediately following the first 
word of the verb phrase (16.3). If the verb occurs 
without a negative, the a set of pronouns follows the 
verb; if a negative occurs in the verb phrase, the a 
set of pronouns follows the negative rather than the 
verb. 

Dimini dan. They came here. 

Weda dan dini. They didn't come here. 

Timedogi kay. We were asleep. 

Weda kay tedogi. We didn't sleep. 

Lomiko kidon. We will go back again. 

Eked kidon likd. We will not go back again. 

5.6 Transitive Clauses 

The preceding description has involved only 
intransitive clauses, those having Subjects but not 
Objects. Transitive clauses, when the meaning of the 
verb allows, can include additional clause elements. 
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These additional clause elements have certain grammat- 
ical functions (such as Object, Direction, or Acces- 
sory), certain roles (such as goal, site, and instru- 
ment) , and certain forms which they can take (such as 
marked noun phrase, pronoun, or personal name). 

The Subject has the role of actor in the clause. 
The Object, if one occurs, is usually the goal of the 
action and usually undergoes some change in 
character. The Direction, if one occurs, is usually 
the site of the' action. The Accessory, if one occurs, 
is sometimes the instrument and sometimes the goal 
(8.4). 

In the following examples, the Object, Direc- 
tion, and Accessory noun phrases are each marked with 
the particle te. 

inem (A) 'to drink something' 
Mininem se kod£ te way eg. The horse drank water. 
Minem se kod£ te way eg. The horse will drink water. 
Wed£ inem se kod£ te The horse didn't drink 

way eg. water. 

Eked inem se kod£. The horse won't drink, 

kaen (A) 'to eat something' 
Kimaen se osa te batad. The pig ate corn. 
Komaen se osa te batad. The pig will eat corn, 
Wed£ kaen se osa te The pig didn't eat corn. 

batad. 

bayad (A) 'to purchase, to pay for' 
Minayad se otaw te omay The person bought rice with 
te h)alta. money. 

5.7 Directional Preposition diycl 

A directional preposition, diyct 'to, unto, 
from', is usually prefaced to the marked noun phrase 
which occurs as Direction. 

Minikagi a diya te I said to my companion, 
doma ko. 



25 

An exception occurs in that diyot is never pref- 
aced to the Direction when the Predicate is a ver^ 
balized form of the following locational prepositions 
(18.1): diya 'go toward '^ini 'come to'; doton 'go 
to'; kidoen 'be at' . 

Dimoton se inay te dagat. The mother went to the 

beach . 
Domini se meama te The man will come here to 
ogangan din. his father-in-law. 

5.8 The kocnak Set of Pronouns 

The pronouns which may be used as substitutes 
for te marked noun phrases occurring as Object, 
Direction, or Accessory are displayed in Figure 5. 



Person 


Form 


u 


1 me 


kanak/ kenaken 


1+2 us two (dual) 


kenita 


2 you 


kemno/kemmo 


3 him/her/it 


kandin 


cti 

U 


1 us, not you (exclusive) 


kenami 


1+2 us all (inclusive) 


kenitadon 


2 you 


kenyo 


3 them 


kandan 



Figure 5, Pronouns Corresponding to te (Nonsubject) 
Marked Noun Phrases 
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The differences of meaning among the dual, ex- 
clusive, and inclusive forms of 'us ' correspond to 
the differences of meaning among the forms of 'our 1 , 
described in section 2.4. 

First person singular may be either kanak or 
kenaken; the first form, kanak , is the more common. 

Second person singular is pronounced as kemno 
or kemmo depending on where the speaker grew up or 
has lived more recently. The form kemno is report- 
edly used on the San Agustin Peninsula and in the 
northern area of the Sarangani Peninsula, while the 
form kemmo is generally used in the southern area of 
the Sarangani Peninsula. 

Minadek se bayi kanak. The girl kissed me. 

Minadek a kandin. I kissed her. 

Timaking kay kandan. We followed them. 

Kimita a kemno. I met you. 



27 



SECTION 6 



ASPECT 



There are three aspects or kinds of action 
indicated by three sets of verbal affixes: simple, 
continuative, and distributive. Verb stems tend to 
be used with certain aspect affixes. Some verb stems 
are always used with simple aspect affixes, others 
with continuative aspect affixes, and still others 
with distributive affixes. A few verb stems may 
occur with a choice of aspect affixes. The decision 
of which set of aspect affixes to use with a par- 
ticular verb must be determined by consulting the 
Vocabulary (Appendix E), which indicates, by a system 
of symbols, the particular sets of affixes which are 
customarily used with each verb. The symbols and the 
sets of affixes which they represent are summarized 
in Appendix D. Verb stems which are coded with the 
symbol (A) take simple aspect affixes; those coded 
with the symbol (B) take continuative aspect affixes; 
and those coded with the symbol (C) take distributive 
aspect affixes. 



Verb affixes 
played in Figure 6. 



for the three aspects are dis- 







TENSE 




Past 


Future 


Neutral 


H 

U 
W 

< 


(A) Simple 


min- 
-im- 


m- 

-om- 





(b) Continuative 


mig- 


meg- 


peg- 


(c) Distributive 


netn- 
nen- 
neng- 


mem- 
men- 
meng- 


petn- 
pen- 
peng- 



Figure 6. Verbal Affixes in Three Aspects 
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The symbol <f> (zero) in chart 6 indicates that 
the neutral tense form of class A verbs (5.2) is the 
unaf fixed verb stem. 

6.1 Simple Aspect 

Simple aspect (described in section 5) usually 
implies a simple, casual, bodily action done without 
implements; most intransitive verbs take simple 
aspect. The verbs which take simple aspect affixes 
are coded in the Vocabulary (Appendix E) with the 
symbol (A) . 

dateng (A) f to arrive 1 
Dimateng se otaw. The man arrived. 
Domateng se otaw. The man will arrive. 
Wed£ dateng se otaw. The man didn't arrive. 

6.2 Continuative Aspect 

Continuative aspect usually implies that the 
duration of the action is prolonged and may involve 
the presence of an implement in the action. Verbs 
which take continuative aspect affixes are coded in 
the Vocabulary with the symbol (B) . 

elomo (B) 'to cook food 1 
Mig-elomo se esawa din His wife cooked food. 

te kanen. 
Meg-elomo se esawa din His wife will cook food. 

te kanen. 
Wed£ peg-elomo se esawa His wife will not cook food* 

din te k&nen. 

tolada (B) 'to teach' 

Migtolada se bayi te The woman taught her child. 

bata din. 

Megtolada se bayi te The woman will teach her 

bata din. child. 

Weda pegtolada se bayi The woman did not teach her 

te bata din. child. 



6,3 Distributive Aspect 

Distributive aspect usually implies a process 
requiring a series or sequence of actions distributed 
among several actors, among several goals, or in 
time. Verbs which take distributive aspect affixes 
are coded in the Vocabulary with the symbol (C) . 

Each of the distributive aspect prefixes (past, 
future, and neutral) has three forms, the choice of 
which is determined by the initial consonant of the 
verb stem to be prefixed; the final nasal consonant 
of the prefix replaces the initial consonant of the 
verb stem. The forms of the distributive aspect pre- 
fixes and the following consonants which determine 
the choice of form are displayed in Figure 7. 



Prefix forms 


precede and replace 
these consonants 


nem- 
mem- 
pem- 


b, p, m 


nen- 
men- 
pen- 


d, t, s, n 


mo© 
2 

OQOQOQ 

1 1 1 


g» k> ng, glottal stop 



Figure 7, Forms of the Distributive Aspect 
Prefixes 



The forms new- (past) , rnerrh (future) , and V em ~ 
(neutral) replace initial consonants b 3 p, and n. 

begay (C) f to give* 

Nemegay se amay te koda The father gave the horse 

diya te bata din. to his son. 

Memegay se amay te koda 1 The father will give the 

diy£ te bata 1 din. horse to his son. 

Eked pemegay se amay te The father will not give 

kod£ diya te bat£ din. the horse to his son. 

pitay (C) 'to fell something 1 
Nemilay se bat£ te kayo. The child felled the tree. 
Memilay se bata te kayo. The child will fell the 

tree . 
Weda pemilay se bata te The child didn't fell the 
kayo . tree . 

maed (C) 'to grasp' 

Nemaed te podok din. He grasped his bolo, 

Memaed te podok din. He will grasp his bolo. 

Weda pemaed te podok din. He didn't grasp his bolo* 

The forms nen- (past) , men- (future) and pen- 
(neutral) replace initial consonants d 3 t $ n> and s. 

dokdok (C) 'to beat with the fist' 

Nenokdok se bata te The child beat the dog. 

toyang . 

Menokdok se bata te The child will beat the 

toyang. dog. 

Wed£ penokdok se bat£ The child did not beat the 

te toyang. dog. 

tanem (C) 'to plant 1 
Nenanem se otaw te batad. The man planted corn. 
Menanem se otaw te batad. The man will plant corn. 
Eked penanem se otaw te The man will not plant 
batad. corn. 
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nayit (C) "to climb' 
Nenayit sikandin. He climbed up. 
Menayit sikandin. • He will climb up. 
HTeda penayit sikandin. He didn't climb up. 

aaydb (C) 'to forge' 
Nenayab te podok ko He forged my bolo. 
Menayab te podok ko. He win forge my bolo. 
Eked penayab te podok ko. He will not forge my bolo. 

The forms neng- (past) , meng- (future) and 
pey- (neutral) replace initial consonants g, k 3 m 
and glottal stop (unwritten initial) . "'.'"*. 

gilek (C) 'to bounce up and down' 
Nengilek se inay te The mother bounced her 

M*«"? t ln ' ■ d* 1 " U P lnd down. 

MengUek se may te The mother will bounce 
Data din her child and down 

Eked pengilek se may The mother will not bounce 
te bata din. her child up and down. 

kopms (C) 'to make copra' 
Nengopras dan. They made copra. 

Mengopras dan. They will make copra. 

Weda dan pengopras . They didn't make copra. 

ngogruxn (C) 'to marry' 
Nengognan dan. They were married 

Mengognan dan. They will be married. 

Weda dan pengognan. They haven't married. 

ibing (C) 'to bring, to carry in the hand' 
Nengibing se bat J te The child brought money. 

KW3.1X3. • 

Mengibing se bata te The child will bring money. 

KWci.L'tcL . 

Weda 1 pengibing se bata The child didn't bring 
te kwalta. money. 



6.4 Cooccurrence of Aspects 

Both continuative and distributive aspect 
affixes may occur with a single verb stem; these verb 
stems are coded in the Vocabulary with the symbol 
(Be) . In such a combination, the first of the pre- 
fixes (the continuative) indicates the tense, while 
the second (the distributive) takes the neutral 
(tense less) form of the prefix. 

kaen (Be) 'to eat 1 
Migpengaen se menge otaw. The people ate. 
Megpengaen se menge otaw. The people will eat. 
Eked pegpengaen se The people won't eat. 
menge otaw. 
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